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—then my estimate of his character is all wet and I retire from the
debate. But if he is, as I firmly believe, honest to the core, would it
not then be wicked for him to keep silent or to oppose a course of
action which he thinks is really best for the country ? Should he not
vigorously support that course of action, as he has done ? My own
feeling is that Willkie grows steadily in stature and will in future
play a prominent part in the political life of our country
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March was a month of marking time in the Far East. The
Thailand-Indo-China " mediation " came to a head, practically in
the form of a Japanese ultimatum to the French, who had to sign on
the dotted line. They knew that Indo-China was not strong enough
to resist Japanese incursion, and believed that it was better to give
up a part than to have it all taken away, which would probably
have been the case if they had tried to thwart Japan. Incidentally
we know that the chief Thai delegate remarked afterwards that the
settlement dictated by Japan was " devoid of all common sense."
The net result seems to be that Japan gets a stranglehold on Indo-
China and at least a semi-stranglehold on Thailand for use at such
time in the future as it suits the purpose of the Japanese to prepare
to attack Malaya, Burma, or Singapore. The southward advance
is, however, marking time pending developments in Europe, and
while the Japanese have at least one eye cocked towards the United
States.
Meanwhile, Matsuoka has gone on his historic visit to Europe.
He is known to have remarked that Ribbentrop is supposed to be
the biggest liar in Europe and that he wanted to find out if this
were true. As for Moscow, we are told on the best authority that in
his one-hour meeting with Stalin, Matsuoka lectured on Japanese
ideology for precisely fifty-eight minutes, concluding his lecture
with the amazing statement that while the Japanese were not
Communists, politically or economically, nevertheless a close parallel
existed between Communism and Japanese family life; Stalin is
said thereupon to have remarked that he saw no reason why Russia
and Japan should not be friends in spite of differences in ideology,
and left the room.
I would give a lot to know whether Matsuoka managed with
equal success to hold the floor in his talks with Hitler; it would
take a superman to out-talk Matsuoka, but maybe Hitler is a super*
man. Matsuoka is reported to have said to the German press, in
effect, that all the world's troubles were due to Anglo-Saxon machina-
tions, and I dare say that he did say just that. But if I know
anything about the Germans they will have overplayed their hand
withjhim, and with their usual technique of cajolery and threats
they may well have weakened rather than strengthened the Axis ties.

